WHAT Are the Innovation Awards?  
The Innovation Awards are the Association’s way of recognizing and rewarding creativity and innovation in course programming, management practice, communication, marketing, or customer service in Continuing Education programs. 
WHO Are the Innovation Awards Nominees?

Caldwell Community College

David Waechter, Coordinator/Instructor Business & Industry

dwaechter@cccti.edu
Cleveland Community College

Jimmy Hensley, Coordinator, Brown Emergency Training Center

hensley@clevelandcommunitycollege.edu
Randolph Community College

Robert Leslie, Dean of Corporate & Continuing Education

roleslie@randolph.edu
Stanly Community College

Douglas Johnson, Coordinator of ABE/GED Prison Education & ESL

djohnson9286@stanly.edu
Surry Community College
Virginia Stammetti, Director Basic Skills Program
stammettiv@surry.edu
HOW Are the Innovation Awards Judged?  

Innovation: How unique or original is the program or idea?

Need: What was the identified need, and who were the targeted participants or beneficiaries?

Impact: How many people have been impacted by the program or idea?

Permanence: Does the program or idea have long-term staying power and implications?

Replication: Can the program or idea be replicated at other community colleges?

Entrants must be employees of North Carolina community colleges, and Continuing Education must be a major part of their work responsibilities

Caldwell Community College

FOREST LAB – Finding Opportunities in Renewable Energy and Sustainable Technology

The FOREST Lab is the flagship in green workforce development in Caldwell and Watauga Counties.  The mobility of the FOREST Lab allows the CCCTI Institute for Sustainable Technology to reach out to residents of the service area who may not otherwise be attracted to traditional Continuing Education courses and seminars. 

Before local contractors and small business owners adopt sound business practices associated with sustainability, they are made aware of the advantages of going green through the FOREST Lab. This initial exposure to energy efficiency and sustainability through the FOREST Lab acts as a catalyst to encourage interest into the advantages of sustainable practices.

Cleveland Community College

AIRCRAFT CRASH RESCUE TRAINER

This CCC Aircraft Crash Rescue Trainer is changing the face of emergency response training for aircraft emergencies. 

Cleveland CC has this fully mobile, one of a kind aircraft trainer ready to travel across the state to train every community with an air strip, airport and anyone under a flight pattern with how to respond and react should the unthinkable occur. 

This prop meets all NFPA objectives and other guidelines for training and re-training your community’s firefighters.

Randolph Community College

CAREGIVER COLLEGE:  A One Day Event to Work With Your Community and Your Curriculum Colleagues

RCC will be hosting our 4th Annual Caregiver College on March 31, 2012. Our Caregiver College involves a collaborative partnership between our College’s Continuing Education Division, our College’s Health Sciences and Public Service Division (Curriculum), and eight community health organizations. 

In the past three years, caregivers have been given the opportunity to learn about dementia, community resources, arthritis, veterans’ benefits, diabetes, safety transfer for home care, guilt/ethical dilemmas (panel discussion), long term care, emergency preparedness, graying of anatomy, and sleep disorders in dementia. Our College charges $25 per participant for this community services course offering. 

Our enrollment continues to grow each year. Last year we had over 115 participants. This program can be easily replicated by other colleges.

Stanly Community College

HIGH SCHOOL SPANISH STUDENTS INTERMINGLE WITH ADULT BASIC SKILLS ESL STUDENTS

West Stanly High School students, who were enrolled in Spanish, came to three evening ESL classes.  

The instructor asked the teens to interview the ESL students in Spanish.  The ESL students had to reply in English.  Then the roles were reversed as the ESL students interviewed the Spanish students. 

As a culminating activity, everyone had refreshments together as they tried to tell each other stories using their second language only.  The teens and ESL students agreed that this was a fun way to practice speaking a new language!

Surry Community College

CREATING SUCCESSFUL LEARNERS (TRANSITION PROGRAM)

In the Fall of 2010, the Basic Skills Programs at Surry Community College, the 

e-Link Program with Mt. Airy City Schools, and the local business community established a collaborative partnership and the “Creating Successful Learners” Program emerged. 

The mission of the program is to provide high school graduates with occupational pathway diplomas the opportunity to enroll, attend, and experience success in a community college. 

Since the inception of this program, the student population expanded to include students that are not high school graduates and did not attend Mt. Airy City Schools.

The “Creating Successful Learners” Program provides an academic curriculum while preparing students to transition into independent life and vocational opportunities. Many of the students have part-time jobs through the e-Link Program.

